with the nominal office of lady's maid, was more a friend than a domestic, but sufficiently of the latter to be the factotum of the party, and to be extremely useful to persons who had never found it necessary, and therefore had never learned, to do anything useful for themselves.
Monsieur was solicitous about his supper, Madame about her bed. Elise followed the landlady to attend to these important matters, and Mademoiselle Adeline, who gave herself little concern about either, sat watching the crackling of the faggots.
Elise returned with a favourable report, and was shortly followed by the landlady, who placed on the table some coffee, en attendant le souper. The coffee was found excellent, and taken by Monsieur as a good omen. Dismissing all anxiety about his night's entertainment, he proceeded to talk about their journey.
"I am glad we stopped here," said Monsieur. "We shall travel more comfortably over the mountains by daylight."
"And shall see the scenery, which we should otherwise have lost," said Mademoiselle.
"And have less fear of thieves or spirits," said Madame. "These mountains have been haunted by both, whatever they may be now."
"I take it," said Monsieur, "the plains [218]he
